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of his time and his country did not afford the atmosphere of culture and philosophy which promotes a healthy development. The moral reaction of his mind after conversion, and the incessant brooding on the least humane dogmas of early Christianity, perverted his moral judgment and feeling. The bitter sectarian controversies he had to direct, and the responsibility for the destruction of error which his office seemed to lay upon him, narrowed his thoughts and hardened feelings which should impose a salutary check on a ruthless logic. A French writer who has made a careful and, it seems, impartial study of his ' system' passes this severe criticism on it : ' Taken literally and in certain pronouncements, though these are usually episodic and have been abused, his teaching destroys liberty of conscience, justifies slavery, shakes the foundations of private property, reduces history to special pleading, enthrones theocracy, and at the same time, in various respects, discourages toil and the love of glory, hampers the march of civilisation, and paralyses the energy of all science, especially of the physical and natural sciences.'1 Each point in that indictment can be rigorously substantiated ; indeed, we
1 M. Nourisson, in his Philosophie de Saint Augttstin.